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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 176014 
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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER WILLS RAISES GUYANA'S ADMISSION 
TO THE OAS 

REF: GEORGETOWN 1632 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS PLEASED FONMIN WILLS BELIEVES GUYANA’S 
ADMISSION TO THE OAS WOULD DRAW THE GOG CLOSER TO WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES AND HAVE A MODERATING INFLUENCE ON 
RELATIONSHIPS. AS HE KNOWS, US HAS TAKEN LEADING ROLE IN 
COOPERATION WITH ENGLISH-SPEAKING CARIBBEAN NEIGHBORS IN 
EFFORT TO REMOVE ARTICLE 8 OF OAS CHARTER. OUR STAND HAS 
BEEN BASED ON PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSAL MEMBERSHIP. RATHER 
THAN SPONSORSHIP OF ANY PARTICULAR STATE'S CANDIDACY. AS 
CHARGE CORRECTLY POINTED OUT, SECRETARY VANCE SPOKE IN 
FAVOR OF REPEAL AS RECENTLY AS GRENADA OASGA. WE FAVOR 
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EARLY ADMISSION OF GUYANA AND OTHER INDEPENDENT STATES OF 
THE HEMISPHERE AS PART OF MOVE TOWARD FULL REGIONAL 
PARTICIPATION AND MEMBERSHIP IN THE OAS. 

2. REGARDING CUBA'S RETURN TO ACTIVE PARTICIPATION, WE 
HAVE NO INDICATION CUBA HAS REVERSED ITS LONGSTANDING 
OPPOSITION TO OAS OR IS INTERESTED IN RESUMING FULL MEMBER- 
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SHIP. IF CUBA SOUGHT TO REENTER OAS COUNCILS, MAJORITY VOTE 
WOULD BE REQUIRED TO LIFT CURRENT BAN BUT WE SEE NO MOVE- 
MENT IN THIS DIRECTION FROM EITHER SIDE. 

3. VENEZUELA HAS MADE NO RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENT ABOUT 
EXCLUDING GUYANA FROM THE OAS. SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION TO 
REMOVING ARTICLE 8 COMES FROM GUATEMALA, WHICH FEARS 
OPENING THE WAY FOR BELIZE TO JOIN. ARGENTINA, WITH AN 
EYE ON THE FALKLANDS, WAS ONCE VOCAL SUPPORTER OF 
GUATEMALA'S POSITION BUT HAS FALLEN SILENT IN RECENT 
MONTHS. FYI. IN GENERAL, GUATEMALA'S POSITION IN THE 

OAS IS ERODING FAST. END FYI. 

4. SUPPORT FOR RETENTION OF ARTICLE 8 ON GROUNDS OF 
OPPOSITION TO MEMBERSHIP OF ONE OR ANOTHER COUNTRY SEEMS 
TO BE DECLINING BUT NEW UNKNOWN IS INCREASING SENSE OF 
LATIN AMERICAN CONCERN AT IMMINENT PROSPECTS OF MEMBERSHIP 
FOR 5-10 ENGLISH-SPEAKING STATES IN THE CARIBBEAN. FEAR 

OF DRASTIC SHIFT IN VOTING BALANCE OF THE OAS COULD 
TRANSLATE INTO LINGERING RESISTANCE TO ARTICLE 8 REPEAL, 
THOUGH NO REAL EVIDENCE YET TO SHOW THIS IS A TREND. 

IF GUYANA REOPENS CASE FOR OAS MEMBERSHIP, AND RECEIVES 
STRONG BACKING FROM OTHER ENGLISH-SPEAKING MEMBERS, 

DEBATE ON ARTICLE 8 WOULD REOPEN AND MIGHT EVENTUALLY LEAD 
TO REPEAL. VANCE 
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